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The Douglas Daly
agricultural opportunity
offers 200 hectares of
highly prospective land
for development.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The NT Land Corporation is calling for
Expressions of Interest (EOI) from suitably
qualiﬁed entities to enter into a licence
to undertake agricultural or broad-acre
farming activities over a highly prospective
200-hectare portion of land within the
Douglas Daly region in the Northern
Territory.
The NT Land Corporation in consultation
with the Department of Primary Industry
and Resources (DPIR), has identiﬁed
200 hectares of land within the Douglas
Daly Research Farm (DDRF) for utilisation
by commercial farming entities
in 2020.
The DDRF is a mixed farming research and
demonstration facility covering an area of
3,100 hectares located approximately 220
kms south west of Darwin. The prospective
200 hectare area proposed sits within the
DDRF.
The following acronyms will be used
throughout this document;
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EOI:
Expressions Of Interest
DPIR:
Department of Primary Industry and
Resources (Northern Territory)
DDRF:
Douglas Daly Research Farm
ha: Hectares
kms: Kilometres

1.1 NT Land Corporation
The NT Land Corporation was established
in 1986 to protect key Government land
holdings and has been entrusted with
selective land holdings to ensure their long
term beneﬁts are maintained. The land
holdings include National Parks, Marrakai
Dam catchment, land suitable for large
scale agricultural developments and land
for future development such as the
Larrimah Agricultural Precinct.
1.2 The Opportunity
In 2019 the NT Land Corporation, in
consultation with DPIR, identiﬁed 200
hectares of high value land which is
currently under-utilised by the DDRF
and is suitable for commercial agricultural
development.
The area is serviced by existing water
infrastructure and offers the opportunity to
utilise infrastructure assets located within
the DDRF. These include but are not
limited to bores, irrigation infrastructure,
accommodation and workshops.
The Douglas Daly agricultural land is
suitable for a range of crops including
annual and perennial horticulture, peanuts,
hemps, grains, ginger, forage crops and turf
production.
This Expression of Interest (EOI)
opportunity is seeking proposals from
interested parties with demonstrated
experience in cropping wanting to
undertake agricultural development of
the site from 2020.
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2. THE LAND

The NT Land Corporation holds Crown
Lease Perpetual 44 and 1063 over the
Douglas Daly Research Farm and
speciﬁcally Section 2640 and Section
2047.
The land will remain under the ownership of
the NT Land Corporation and offered to
entities under a licence agreement. Licence
terms will be issued up to 5 years with
further extensions to be negotiated. The
Licence is provided as an Attachment to
the EOI.
2.2 Site
The 200 ha site is located within the DDRF
and comprises approximately 70 ha under
irrigation and 130 ha which is not irrigated.
Access to the homestead complex on the
property is via Jungawa Road which is a 13
km bitumen road which comes directly off
Oolloo Road, 51 kms from its junction with
the Stuart Highway. From there it is 150
kms to Katherine (turning right) and 155
kms to Darwin (turning left). There are

several creeks which may cut Oolloo Road
for short periods during the wet season.
Overall access is good and reliable, except
around the heaviest of rainfall events.
2.3 Water
The property holds a 510 ML per annum
groundwater allocation (Oolloo Dolostone
aquifer) which is due for renewal in 2023.
Current irrigation infrastructure entails a
single six-span centre-pivot (irrigating 28.5
ha) and a three-span movable centrepivot unit capable of irrigating 4 x 11.5 ha
paddocks. The systems are supplied by two
production bores equipped with Isuzu diesel
motors, and a network of mains with six
hydrants (refer map page 4).
Total estimated irrigated area (at 7 ML/per
ha), is approximately 72 ha. A third
unequipped bore has recently been drilled
on the north side of Jungawa Rd near the
homestead. Flow rates from these bores are
typically around 40 litres per second. The
remaining 130 ha is not irrigated, though
would be suitable for rain-fed cropping
planted in the wet season period.
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2.1 Ownership of the Land
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2.4 Climate
Annual climate data for Douglas Daly
Research Farm area is summarised below.
Statistics
Temperature

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Annual

Mean maximum
temperature (°C)

33.7

33.5

34.0 34.7

33.3

31.4

31.9

33.6

36.8

37.9

36.9

35.0 34.4

29

1968
2019

Mean minimum
temperature (°C)

23.9

23.7

23.2

20.5 16.7

13.7

12.9

14.0

18.5

22.3

23.6

23.8

30

1968
2019

19.7

Years

Rainfall
Mean rainfall (mm)

290.0 283.2 226.0 49.9

9.9

2.0

2.4

1.2

5.1

35.2

124.8 214.5 1245.8 31

1968
2019

Decile 5 (median)
rainfall (mm)

257.4 239.6 157.6 20.8 0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.1

23.6

123.9 189.8 1212.7 47

1968
2019

Mean number of
days of rain ≥ 1 mm

14.4

0.1

0.2

0.2

0.7

3.1

8.1

1968
2019

13.3

11.2

3.2

0.9

11.0

66.4

47

Source: Australian Bureau of Meteorology

2.5 Soils
The soils map is on page 4. The majority of
the land systems in the licence area are
Blain soils of various sub-classiﬁcations.
Blain soils are typically deep sandy red
Kandosols. They are characterised by being
highly siliceous at the surface; earthy;
increasing to clay loams at depth (1.0 –
1.5m); of low fertility; moderately acid; and
have low water
holding capacity.
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The soils are well drained and suited for
overhead irrigated farming systems.
They have over time proved to be highly
productive for annual agricultural/
horticultural and other broad-acre
cropping systems in the Top End.
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H Hydrant
B Bore

Licence Area
Paddocks
SOILS
Blain
Blain (Ruby)

48.23ha

Blain (Venn)
Blain (Katherine)
Alluvial Soils

B
48.13ha

H

B

B
H
H

H
82.87ha
H

28.66ha
H
H

250

H
H

500m

PAGE 4 | THE LAND

0

H
H

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - Douglas Daly Agricultural Opportunity

2.6 Aquifer Description

2.10 Existing Infrastructure

The Douglas Daly agricultural site overlies
the northern end of the Oolloo aquifer. The
Oolloo Dolostone Aquifer is the uppermost
formation of the Daly groundwater basin,
located just north of the Douglas and Daly
River conﬂuence and extending south-east
to beyond the Katherine River. This aquifer
currently provides reliable, good quality
water supply for agricultural production and
maintains ecosystem health by contributing
to base ﬂows in the Daly River.

•

Electricity:
This is provided by onsite homestead
site diesel generators. The system
is unmetered. Charges related to
electricity usage will be determined
against the regular difference from
the long-term station cost for diesel
generation.

•

Shed and three-phase mains power:
A work shed in the main compound
area adjacent the homestead workshop
will be offered under the licence
arrangement. It has 3-phase power
and lighting. A fee of $50/per week
will apply for use of this infrastructure.

•

Accommodation:
Two 3-bedroom houses are available
for letting ($200/per week).
Single quarters with 8 rooms plus
kitchen and ablutions facilities ($140
per room/per week).

•

Infrastructure Maintenance:
The NT Land Corporation will not
contribute to the cost of repair, upgrade
or maintenance of the infrastructure
or development of the land before or
during the term of any licence on the
Land. Damage to existing infrastructure
will require rectiﬁcation at the
expense of the licensee.

2.7 Flooding
There are no official ﬂood maps of the area.
The area available under licence is largely
free of ﬂooding, however as the land sits
within close proximity to the Douglas River
part can be subject to some inundation.
2.8 Workforce Accommodation
There are both single-person quarters
and two houses available for workforce
accommodation, if required. A separate
licence agreement will be entered into for
accommodation.
2.9 Environmental Considerations
The successful proponent will be required
to provide and abide by agreed biosecurity
protocols, as well as the appropriate disposal
of farming waste over the course of the
licence agreement.

Repairs and maintenance of existing
irrigation infrastructure, e.g. repairs
and servicing of motors, or repairs to
damages or breakdowns to the centre
pivot irrigators or damage to hydrant
systems etc. will be negotiated under
the licence conditions.
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•

Fuel:
The licensee will be responsible for
their own fuel use and costs, and should
provide their own fuel storage, which is
to be positioned in a mutually agreeable
and safe location.
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3. FURTHER INFORMATION
3.1 Due Diligence Requirements

3.3 Site Inspections

Additional information relating to the
Douglas Daly region can be found in
various reports. It is the responsibility of
the proponent to undertake their own due
diligence checks on the site to assess the
commerciality of the area, such as ensuring
it is ﬁt for purpose and that soil and rainfall
are suitable for development, as well as
ensuring compliance with all applicable
laws and regulations.

Site inspections can be arranged by prior
appointment by contacting the Executive
Director of Agriculture NT DPIR on
08 8999 2215

3.2 Brieﬁng Session
If you are interested in lodging an
Expression of Interest you are encouraged
to attend the brieﬁng session which is
currently expected to be held towards
the end of January 2020.
NT Land Corporation will conﬁrm the
date, time and location with parties who
register to download the Expression of
Interest document.
This brieﬁng session will provide registered
parties with an overview of the information
provided as part of the EOI and an
opportunity to ask any questions or
request clariﬁcations from the NT Land
Corporation and Department of Primary
Industries and Resources.
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The brieﬁng session will be recorded and
be made available to all registered parties.
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4. LODGEMENT, COMMUNICATIONS
AND ENQUIRIES
4.1 Lodgement of Expressions of Interest
Expressions of Interest are to be submitted
electronically to:
nt.landcorporation@ntlandcorp.com.au
Expressions of Interest must be lodged by
midnight Wednesday 19th February 2020.
4.2 Communications and Enquiries
Any communication or enquiry must be
made in writing to:
Nicole Paas
Project Officer
Email: nt.landcorporation@ntlandcorp.com.au
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The NT Land Corporation may, in its
absolute discretion, determine whether any
question asked is speciﬁc to the commercial
or intellectual property of that proponent,
or whether it affects other proponents.
If it is determined that all proponents may
be affected, the NT Land Corporation will
offer the proponent asking the question the
opportunity to withdraw it. If the proponent
does not wish to withdraw their question,
the NT Land Corporation will obtain
expert advice as is necessary to answer
the question and will then forward the
answer to all proponents, as appropriate.
Enquiries and/or questions received later
than 5 working days before the closing date
for submission of Expressions of Interest may
not be answered.
Respondents must not attempt to
contact any other NT Land Corporation
representative regarding this Call for EOI.
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5. THE PROCESS

Applicants must be able to demonstrate
they can meet the following criteria in a
submission:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Provide evidence that the Applicant
has a registered business in Australia.
Provide a detailed case explaining the
proposed farming intentions.
Submitted plans by proponents will
need to clearly mark out the areas for
respective farming activities under their
licence proposal. Note: this will include
the proposed production uses of both
the irrigated and rain-fed lands at the
site over the period of the licence.
The Applicant must not presently be,
or have previously been, subject to
bankruptcy proceedings.
Provide an authenticated statement
from a Certiﬁed Practicing Accountant
of their business solvency.
Demonstrate previous experience,
ability and equipment to farm the
cited crops.

6. Provide a written biosecurity protocol
and a commitment to implement and
maintain a clear and robust biosecurity
plan. Particulars of a biosecurity plan
will be negotiated under the licence
conditions.
7. Provide a commitment to appropriately
managing and cleaning up farming
waste throughout the course of the
licence agreement.
8. Provide a certiﬁcate of currency for
relevant insurance policies with a
particular reference to public liability
insurance to the value of $10 million.
9. Demonstrate a capacity and
commitment to implement onsite
workplace safety systems.
10. Demonstrate a capacity to maintain
necessary security of the site and their
equipment.
See section 7 for information on
preparation of EOIs and more detailed
information on the assessment framework.
It is noted that the NT Land Corporation
may, but is not required to, seek
clariﬁcation from all or any of the applicants
regarding their EOIs. This may take the
form of interview or written clariﬁcation.
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Entities (including individuals, companies
and organisations) interested in undertaking
agricultural/horticultural activities are
invited to submit an EOI proposal.
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TIMEFRAMES FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
EOI Open

Tuesday 17 December 2019

EOI Closing Date

Midnight Wednesday 19
February 2020

Assessment and Evaluation

End February 2020

Finalisation of Legal Documents and access to site

March 2020

IMPORTANT: The NT Land Corporation
may change these dates at its absolute
discretion and this timetable is provided as
a guideline only.
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Following on the responses received in the
Expressions of Interest, the NT Land
Corporation will select the preferred
proponent/s.
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6. ASSESSING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
The NT Land Corporation will evaluate
EOIs using Applicant responses to the
criteria set out in the Assessment
Framework section.
The items listed under each criteria should
be treated as the minimum information
required to be considered. If the applicant
considers there to be other relevant
information which may assist their EOI,
it is recommended they submit that
information.
All EOIs must be accompanied by a signed
“Declaration by Applicant.”
Responses which do not address all of the
items in sections 5 to 8 may be disregarded.
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The NT Land Corporation may in its
absolute discretion seek clariﬁcation of
information provided by Applicants.
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7. ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK
7.1 Applicant Details

7.2 Financial Capacity

You need to provide information clearly
establishing the identity of the individual
or entity expressing interest in the Douglas
Daly agricultural development.

You need to provide information showing
you have the ﬁnancial capacity and
strength to successfully engage with
the NT Land Corporation and deliver
on the size and scope of the development.

In order to do this, please provide the
following (at least):
(a) Name, address, ABN/ACN number.
(b) History and corporate structure
including shareholdings.
(c) Details of company office holders.
(d) Legal and ﬁnancial relationships of and
between members of any partnership
(if applicable).
(e) Proposed roles and responsibilities of
each member of any partnership in the
development including evidence of a
written agreement between the parties
in the partnership (if applicable).
(f) Contact details for the nominated
contact for the Applicant and/or
partnership.
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Instructions/Notes:
• If a partnership is proposed, full details
of each participant or member and
their intended method of engagement
needs to be described.
• If applicable, the information listed
must be provided for each member.
• Answers submitted must apply
speciﬁcally to the individual or entity
named as the Applicant and must be
exclusive of the activities of parent,
associate or subsidiary companies
(if any) unless speciﬁcally identiﬁed
as such.

In order to do this, please provide sufficient
evidence and information to address the
following (at least):
(a) Financial capacity of the Applicant to
undertake the project.
(b) How ﬁnancial commitments to the
Douglas Daly devlopment will be
funded.
(c) Previous experience in successfully
raising the type of funding required for
this project.
(d) Summary of the Applicant’s ﬁnancial
position for at least the last three (3)
ﬁnancial years.
This needs to be supported by
independently audited ﬁnancial
statements for at least the last three
(3) ﬁnancial years.
(e) Material or contingent liabilities
incurred or guarantees provided to,
or on behalf of, any related or unrelated
company since the date of the last
balance sheet.
(f) Proposed ﬁnancial structure, strategy
and funding arrangements.
You also need to provide:
(g) Conﬁrmation that, if shortlisted, you
will sign an agreement allowing the NT
Land Corporation or its designated
consultant to undertake a ﬁnancial
due diligence.
(h) Conﬁrmation that parent or member
companies will guarantee the
performance of the Proponents.
(i) Acknowledgement that you will not
be permitted to take any interest,
mortgage, charge or other security
over the land.
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Instructions/Notes:
• If independently audited ﬁnancial
statements are not available, the
Applicant is to provide ﬁnancial
statements in statutory reporting
format prepared by a qualiﬁed
accountant, accompanied by the
contact details of the accountant.
• If applicable, the information listed
must be provided for each member.
• Answers submitted must apply
speciﬁcally to the individual or entity
named as the Applicant and must be
exclusive of the activities of parent,
associate or subsidiary companies
(if any) unless speciﬁcally identiﬁed
as such.

In this section, you need to show you have
the capability and a proven track record in
successfully delivering projects of a similar
type, scale and complexity within agreed
timeframes.
This should include information in relation
to any previous agricultural activities that
have been undertaken.
In order to do this, please provide sufficient
evidence and information to address the
following (at least):
(a) Capacity of the Applicant to adequately
resource the project in all aspects.
(b) Project experience for other projects
of a similar scale undertaken recently
by the Applicant outlining experience,
demonstrating expertise and timely
delivery. This should include examples
of previous agricultural developments.
Full details in relation to the project,
value, client, agribusiness and extent
of involvement should be provided.

(c) The Applicant’s team composition and
structure demonstrating necessary
capability and resources.
(d) How the Applicant will enhance the
capability of local business and industry
including any relevant information as to
employment opportunities generally
and opportunities for apprentices,
trainees and local Indigenous
enterprise.
(e) Any examples of innovation and best
practice in agribusiness and delivery.
(f) Understanding key relationships and
approval processes.
Instructions/Notes:
• If applicable, the information listed
must be provided for each member,
for any parent company.
• Answers submitted must apply
speciﬁcally to the individual or entity
named as the Applicant and must be
exclusive of the activities of parent,
associate or subsidiary companies
(if any) unless speciﬁcally identiﬁed
as such.
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7.3 Experience and Capacity
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7.4 Vision and Innovation

7.6 Local Industry Participation

In this section, you are invited to show you
have an overall vision for the development
of the Douglas Daly agricultural site.

Proponents should provide information
about how their proposed agricultural
activities will incorporate local industry
participation and training opportunities:
• Details as to how the Proponent will
enhance the capabilities of local
business including details as to
employment opportunities to be
created generally
• Details of opportunities created for
apprentices, training, jobs and local
indigenous enterprise and,
• Any other project beneﬁts for the
local region.

In particular, the NT Land Corporation is
interested in the extent to which you are
able to propose solutions and innovations
working in regional areas and sustainable
water design methods.
In order to do this, you may wish to provide:
(a) An outline of your vision for the site
that will achieve the vision for Douglas
Daly agricultural development.
(b) Details of any sustainable water design
and distribution.
(c) Information as to any innovative or
creative ideas that will make the
Douglas Daly project a success. This
could include a range of information
about delivery methods, design
innovation, or any other approach
to support your application.
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7.5 Agronomic Suitability and
Market Analysis
In this section you are invited to provide a
description of cultivation, irrigation and
other farming systems to be used,
including:
• Estimated production windows and
cropping system logistics
• Commodity mix to ensure cashﬂows
are maximised
• Anticipated markets and strategies to
demonstrate supply chain and
• Experience in sustainable production
systems in an isolated area.

7.7 Land Value
The proponent will need to nominate a land
value per hectare that it is willing to pay as
base rental.
7.8 Percentage of Revenue
For land which is irrigated, a percentage
part of revenue may form part of this
agreement. The proponent is asked to
nominate an estimated percentage
revenue share for consideration.
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8. DECLARATION BY APPLICANT

The Applicant hereby conﬁrms its interest
in participating in the Douglas Daly
agricultural development on the conditions
set out in the Call for Expressions of
Interest document.
8.2 Conﬂict of Interest
The Applicant warrants that, having made
all reasonable enquiries:
(a) it does not have any known actual or
potential conﬂicts of interest in respect
of this Expression of Interest Process
or its proposed participation in the
Douglas Daly agricultural
development; or
(b) it has declared all such actual or
potential conﬂicts to the Territory
in this Declaration.
8.3 Improper Assistance
The Applicant conﬁrms that its Expression
of Interest has been compiled without
the assistance of any employees of the
Territory, the NT Land Corporation or any
consultant, contractor or agent associated
with the DDRF and it has not otherwise
contravened the Call for Expressions of
Interest.
4. Further Representations and
Acknowledgements
The Applicant warrants that:
(a) in submitting its EOI it has relied on
its own research and enquiries and has
not relied solely on the information
contained in the Call for Expressions
of Interest or any additional information
provided by the Northern Territory
Government, the NT Land Corporation
or any consultant, contractor or agent
associated with the DDRF;

(b) it has provided letters of authority to
its accountant, auditor and/or banker
asking them to permit disclosure of
ﬁnancial information to the NT Land
Corporation if requested to do so;
(c) all information contained in its EOI is
accurate to the best of its knowledge;
(d) if it is an individual, it is not an
undischarged bankrupt;
(e) if it is a company, it is not insolvent; and
(f) the signatory/s appearing hereunder
has the authority of the relevant legal
entity providing this EOI.
The applicant acknowledges that:
(a) the NT Land Corporation may exercise
any of its rights set out in the Call for
Expressions of Interest in its absolute
discretion, at any time and without
having to notify any Applicant or
provide reasons; and
(b) the statements, opinions, projects,
forecasts or other information
contained in this Call for Expressions
of Interest may change.
Signed
………………………………………………….................….
Name:
………………………………………………….................….
Position:
………………………………………………….................….
Date:
………………………………………………….................….
Signed
………………………………………………….................…..
Name:
………………………………………………….................….
Position:
………………………………………………….................….
Date:
………………………………………………….................….
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8.1 Expressions of Interest
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9. CONDITIONS OF EXPRESSIONS
OF INTEREST
1.

By submitting an EOI, Applicants
acknowledge and agree to be bound by
these conditions.

2. All EOIs must be lodged and any
enquiries made in accordance with the
instructions set out in this document.
All documents submitted as part of
the Expression of Interest process
will be retained by and become the
property of, the NT Land Corporation.
3. Submission of an Expression of
Interest does not in any way create a
contract between the Applicant and
the NT Land Corporation. This Call
for Expressions of Interest is not an
offer of any sort.
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4. The NT Land Corporation may seek
additional information or clariﬁcation
from any Applicant at its discretion but
is not under any circumstances obliged
to do so. If the NT Land Corporation
seeks additional information or
clariﬁcation from any applicant it is
under no obligation to seek the same
or similar information from other
Applicants. It may do so in its absolute
discretion.
5. All costs involved in preparing
responses to this Call for Expressions
of Interest or any costs incurred in
involvement with any future stages
of the process will be borne solely
by the Applicant and the NT Land
Corporation will not in any
circumstances be liable in any way
for any costs or expenses so incurred.

6. The NT Land Corporation has absolute
discretion in relation to the evaluation
of EOIs and is under no obligation to
accept any Expression of Interest. The
NT Land Corporation may decide not
to proceed to any further stage of the
process set out in this document or to
undertake an alternate process in order
to develop the land. The NT Land
Corporation reserves the right to vary,
change or terminate the proposed
process at its absolute discretion or to
cancel the process or the development
of the proposals for the project at any
time.
7. While care has been taken in preparing
this document, the due diligence
materials and brieﬁng session or any
information provided, the NT Land
Corporation makes no representations
and gives no warranties in relation to
the accuracy or completeness of
information contained in this
document, the due diligence materials
or any information provided in the
brieﬁng session.
8. NT Land Corporation makes no
representations and gives no warranties
as to the suitability of the land for any
particular use or development or in
relation to any future development
in the area.
9. The information contained in this
document, the due diligence materials
or any information provided in the
brieﬁng session including any plans,
dimensions or drawings is provided for
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10. The NT Land Corporation accepts no
responsibility for any loss or damage
that may accrue to an Applicant arising
from this call for Expressions of
Interest or any response to it.
The NT Land Corporation is not liable
for any loss, damage or expenses that
an Applicant may suffer or incur in any
way connected with responding to or
relying on this Call for Expressions
of Interest.
11. Applicants agree to comply with all
applicable laws.
The NT Land Corporation will not be
in any way liable and no claim may be
made as a result of this requirement.
Applicants agree to ensure they are
familiar with all laws applicable to the
development process.
12. Applicants agree to consider the land
being the subject of this Expression of
Interest on an ‘as is where is’ basis and
make their own enquiries as to the
suitability of the land for any proposed
use or development.

13. Applicants agree not to rely on any
representations made by any NT
Land Corporation or Northern
Territory Government employees or
agents in relation to any matter
covered in this document, the due
diligence materials or any information
provided in the brieﬁng session.
Applicants agree to independently
satisfy themselves in relation to all
matters concerning the site and the
proposal contained in this document.
14. Applicants may alter the identity or
composition of the members of a
partnership with the written consent
of the NT Land Corporation. Such
consent may be withheld in the
absolute discretion of the NT Land
Corporation or may be given on
terms and conditions considered
reasonably necessary by the
NT Land Corporation.
15. Applicants must not make any public
statement in relation to this process,
the project or any other matter
referred to in this Call for Expressions
of Interest without the prior written
consent of the NT Land Corporation.
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information purposes only and as a
guide for the preparation of
submissions for consideration. It is
not intended to be exhaustive, or to
replace the need for applicants to
conduct their own full diligence in
respect of the site.
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